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TIME OF THE ASSASSINS

William Burroughs

In a recent column on the so-called
drug problem | suggested that drug en-
forcement agencies have a vested interest
in this lucrative problem on which their
livelihood depends. Junk is big business.
So is cancer. The same considerations
apply to cancer research, though the self-
interest may not be quite as blatant. Pour-
ing billions of dollars into a problem may
not be the best way of solving it. If cancer
researchers find a standardized preven-
tative or cure, they will cure themselves
out of a very specialized job. They may
not be consciously aware that promising
leads are being neglected, especially
leads that are simple and inexpensive,
but they have an animal awareness that
this or that line of research is dangerous
to their position.

Rationalization of economic motives is
a potent factor in human thought. The
South Africans believe that the Black is in-
ferior because it is to their advantage to
believe this. People tend to believe what is
profitable. The conscious mind may be
compared to the tip of an iceberg propell-
ed by deep cold currents of self-interest.
But this is only one factor that may tend to
vitiate cancer research. Here is a
researcher looking for an appropriation.
The more expensive his equipment and
the larger his staff, the better. Even though
his research turns up nothing of value he
will be most reluctant to admit this and to
try another tack, especially if the alter-
native line would entail a smaller staff and
cheaper equipment. So a conservative
approach and a suspicion of alternatives
is inculcated by the appropriation system.
Anyone suggesting that an expensive
project be abandoned, to try something
simple like vitamins, will make himself
very unpopular with his co-workers.

And specialized researchers hustling
for appropriations are not likely to take an
overall view of the subject and come up
with a field theory of cancer and cell
replication. Many of them are medical
men and it has been my experience that
doctors, with a few notable exceptions,
are conservative, bigoted and dogmatic.
They have to memorize so many facts that
they don't like to think about these facts or
relate them in any way. If it isn’t in their
books it isn't a fact. And whatever is im-
parted to them as “informed medical
opinion,” they will believe. If the Merck
book says apomorphine is “dangerous
and addictive” they will accept this as a
fact without asking on what evidence this
assertion is made. A hundred years ago
“informed medical opinion,” as express-
ed in medical textbooks, stated' that
masturbation leads to brain damage,
paralysis and insanity, and doctors
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accepted this preposterous dogma
despite overwhelming evidence to the
contrary. What can one expect of
researchers who refuse to see what is un-
der their eyes? If we had waited for the
medical profession to tell us the earth is
round, it would still be considered flat.
Since the big-money cancer ap-
propriations have spent so much and
turned up so little, and the cancer
problem keeps escalating, it would seem
advisable to try a more imaginative and
unorthodox approach. Cancer statistics
are of course extensive and have turned
up some useful correlations. There is no
doubt of the higher incidence of lung
cancer among heavy smokers; the fact
that farmers, owing to exposure to the
sun, are more liable to skin cancer than
city dwellers; or that certain occupations

or at least to moderate its course. | have
never suffered any ill effects from this
dosage of Vitamin A, nor has anyone to
whom | have recommended the treat-
ment. Some years later, when | was work-
ing for a New York advertising agency, |.
got the idea of putting out Vitamin A as a
patent medicine. An account executive
explained to me that this would be im-
possible because the AMA is down on
self-medication and the vitamin com-
panies afraid that someone might OD and
sue them. | was learning. You can't
market a patent medicine that works.
That's self-medication in the worst form
there is—namely, available at any
drugstore without prescription.
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entail a higher percentage of cancer vic-
tims. Two hundred years ago an alert
physician noted that chimney sweeps
have a high incidence of cancer of the
scrotum. So let's start with some un-
orthodox statistics. If you want to find out
what causes an illness, try to find com-
mon denominators in those who have or
don't have it. Is there any area where can-
cer does not occur, or where the illness
is significantly infrequent? If so, get

a research team there. Is the incidence of
cancer among movie stars higher than the
average? If so, could this perhaps reflect
the proliferation of image to which movie
stars are professionally dedicated? Can
cancer be seen as a cellular reflection of a
whole way of life?

Forty years ago an English friend im-
parted to me a cold remedy that really
works. At the first sign of a cold, take
250,000 units of Vitamin A. NOT Vitamin
C. The dosage can be repeated in twelve
hours. | have used this remedy for forty
years and it rarely fails to head off a cold

Later still | found another sure preven-
tative and cure for colds and flu—namely,
opiates in any form. During the fifteen
years which | was addicted to morphine,
heroin and opium, | never had a cold or
an attack of flu. An old-time addict told
me that during World War | junkies were
found to be immune to the flu and were
enlisted to work as orderlies in hospitals,
being paid in junk. The reason for the im-
munity conveyed is very simple.
Morphine is ‘a cell blanketing agent. It
covers the lung cells so the viruses that
cause colds and flu can't get in. Many ad-
dicts are heavy smokers. What is the in-
cidence of lung cancer among smoker
addicts? Could the soothing effect of
opiates on the respiratory tract act as a
preventative by blocking the irritating
effect of the carcinogens contained in
cigarette smoke? Does Vitamin A exert a
similar effect? Now Vitamin A turns up as
a proposed cancer cure and preventative,
and a million dollars has been grudgingly
whittled off for research. How many peo-

Crawdaddy

billi
get
taxg
that
pay
can
equ
mug
sup
we'
can
%
star
of &
hap!
one
emk

v
pre:
long
plai
whik
tum
to &
thog
and
sme

can
pub
rem
for ¢
pure
ther
see
takil
vital
can

It
Reit
He
Sep!

f




