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By Williom Eurroughs

Jimmy Poge, Led Zeppelin,
qnd A Seqrch for the

Elu¡ive Stoirwoy to Heoven
hen I was first asked to write an article on the
Led Zeppelin group, to be based on attending
a concert and talking with Jimmy Page, I was
not sure I could do it, not being sufficiently
knowledgeable about music to attempt any-

thing in the way ol musical criticism or even evaluation. I
decided simply to attend the concert and talk with Jimmy Page
and let the article develop. If you consider any set of data
without a preconceived viewpoint, then a viewpoint will emerge
lrom the data.

My fìrst impression was of the audience, as we streamed
through one security line alter another-a river oî youth
looking curiously like a single organism: one well-behaved
clean-looking middle-class kid. The security guards seemed to
be cool and well-trained, ushering gate-crashers out with a
minimum of fuss. We were channelled smoothly into our seats
in the thirteenth row. Over a relaxed dinner before the concert,
a Crawdadd,- companion had said he had a feeling that
something bad could happen at this concert. I pointed out that
it always can when you get that many people together-like
bullfights where you buy a straw hat át the door to protect you
from bottles and other missiles. I was displacing possible
danger to a Mexican border town where the matador barely es-
caped with his lile and several spectators were killed. It's known
as "clearing the path."

l4iltiant is the authoi ofNaked Lunch and a dozen other
novels, and is generolly conceded to be one ol the most signiJìcant
American writers of this century. lVhen Samuel Beckett was asked
about Burroughs, he replied, "We!|, he's a wrirer." Mr. Burroughs
considers this a great compliment. He now resides in NewYork Cit¡'.
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