








"Be nonchalant: Light a Murad." 
And when the doctor says you have 

oat cell cancer in both lungs, be non
chalant, light a Murad-you might 
as well. 

I see the old smoking Burroughs, dim, 
jerky, faraway in a 1920s comedy 
where it's always two in the morning 
and languid aristocrats yawn out 
smoke rings. It was put down in the 
ads as glamorous, a badge of man
hood and sophistication. I see it now 
as a dirty, ruinous, slobbish habit. 
Smokers of the world, look in the 

mirror. "These are unsightly tricks "
Doctor Strangelove slaps his creeping 
hand away from his pocket. 

No Smoking rallies could be orga
nized ... 

"Oh, I just knew I had to stop ... " 
"It came to me real sudden, 'I don't 

have to do that' ... " 
"I know, I know, I know ... " 
They wallow in congratulatory 

heaps until attacked by the displaced 
tobacco workers. But they can run so 
much faster ... they scatter, laughing 
gaily. Tobacco posters rot and peel 
and flap in the wind. Radiant pop 
stars strip off tobacco pants. The 
tobacco industry is ruined. (Oh, there 
were a few people who smoked five 
cigarettes a day, some cranky old pipe 
smokers--they can grow their own, so 
little is in it for the tobacco industry.) 
It catches on like mad: a whole film is 
made in which nobody smokes. Soon 
it is as bad form to flash a cigarette 
package as a mink stole. 

"In their insensate fury they could 
turn on other products, " a former 
president of Tobacco Amalgamated 
warned bluntly. Yes, indeed-on a 
lot of old products. When you stop 
smoking, all habits are called into 
question. You begin to take a long, 
cool look at everything you think 
and do. How much of your thinking 
and doing is predicated on a con
viction that you can't ·change? You 
have just proved you can. So why 
stop with cigarettes? You can give up 
anything, anybody. 

"Sorry .... You're an old bad 
habit." 

Those of you still listening want to 
stop smoking, otherwise you wouldn't 
have listened. Buy Brean's book How

to Stop Smoking. Follow the instruc
tions. You will stop smoking. 
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DIPLOMATIC NOTES 

The Cuban 
Question 

RO SEMARY WERRE TT 

Now that the Carter administration is 
taking a fresh look at Cuban relations, 
Americans may be wondering if they 
can soon start packing their bags for 
Havana. The best advice is not to 
make·travel plans yet. After 17 years 
of bitter confrontation, the U.S. and 
Cuba are not in any rush to make 
amends. Both sides have to back off 
from policy stances disagreeable to 
the other, and doing so will require a 
degree of flexibility not yet evident in 
the still-timid process of rapproche
ment. Yet there are good reasons for 
Washington and Havana to make the 
attempt. 

Apart from the absurdity of being 
at loggerheads with one of our nearest 
neighbors for 17 years, the most com
pelling reason Washington has for 
refashioning Cuba policy is that the 
present one has not worked. It has not 
succeeded in toppling Castro or in 
stifling the revolution, as the Eisen
hower administration hoped when it 
initiated the embargo in 1960. 

The embargo was supposed to pre
vent all international trade with 
Cuba, but over the years it has been 
eroded by nations unwilling to go 
along with it. Today, Cuba can 
obtain most of the goods it wants on 
the world market (including those of 
the U.S.), by using roundabout 
means. But it continues to hold stead
fastly to the position that nothing else 
is negotiable with the U.S. until the 
embargo is removed. The U.S. says 
that the embargo stays until Cuba 
settles up for the $1.8 billion worth of 
U.S. assets seized in 1960. Since Cuba 
does not have the ability to pay such a 
sum-assuming it would even con
sider doing so-it follows that a new 
tack has to be found if either side is to 
get anywhere. 

The problem is that emotions run 
high and ideologies run deep on both 
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sides, blurring the issues and making 
them extremely difficult to work with 
in a rational way. The U.S. views 
Cuba as an untrustworthy, unpre
dictable Communist country, ruled 
by revolutionary passions rather than 
by common sense-a pawn of the 
Soviet Union and yet ready to battle 

on its own account for Third World 
causes. Because we are neighbors and 
once thought of annexing Cuba, there 
is something of the enraged, frus
trated parent lurking in the U.S. atti
tude. For the same reasons, Cuba is 
fiercely jealous of its independence 
and distrustful of U.S. intentions. Yet 
it is obsessed by the U.S. and 
intrigued by the prospects of renew
ing a connection that would be 
premised on new ground rules. 

If the policy were looked at objec
tively, Washington would have sev
eral good reasons to drop the embargo 
and seek renewed relations with 
Cuba. In a global context the 
embargo hangs on as an irritating 
reminder of the cold war. Its removal 
would be a sign to the rest of the world 
of U.S. acceptance of ideological plu
ralism, a requisite if we are to make 
headway in solving Third World 
problems. This sign would be particu
larly welcome in Latin America, 
where it would denote readiness to 
approach the region with an attitude 
of maturity and respect-the two 
ingredients the Latins seek most in 
U.S. relations. 

At home, the embargo is an 
obstacle to rectifying the com
pensation problem. Since 1960, 
almost 6,000 U.S. companies and 
individuals have been hoping in vain 
to recover their expropriated proper
ties. Although many of the claims 
holders are the stoutest defenders of 
the embargo, the fact remains that so 
long as it stands they haven't a chance 
of recovering a penny. 

The same rationale works when 
applied to the situation of U.S. com
panies. They are barred from making 
any sales to Cuba while U.S. com
panies domiciled abroad may do so 
(but only if the product contains less 
than 20 percent U.S. manufactured 
parts, and the deal is not made in 
dollars). It seems self-defeating to 
deny U.S. companies a market that 
lies on their doorstep-one to which 
they could be making hundreds of 
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