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Without wishing to appear melodramatic I suggest that, on the
one hand, the next few decades may witness the decay and death of the
idea of the university as a corporation of scholars united by a love of
learning, and the consequent transformation of the university into an
institution of higher education technically different, perhaps, from other
such institutions, but spiritually in no way different: an institution, in
fact, designed, staffed, and equipped to produce certain particular types
of professionally trained specialists, and to do research of particular
kinds in certain specified fields of knowledge. At the other extreme,
these decades may equally well see the traditional idea of the university

as a community of scholars once again vindicated.
—H. C. DeNT: “Universities in Transition.”

Goodman’s
Community of Scholars

IN THE PREFACE TO HIS NEW BOOK, The Community of Scholars (New
York: Random House, $3.95) Paul Goodman describes it as “a little
treatise in anarchist theory” and declares that it can be regarded as
a footnote to a few sentences of Kropotkin’s essay The State. The
words of Kropotkin which he has in mind are these:

With these elements—liberty, organisation from simple to complex,
production and exchange by guilds, commerce with foreign parts—the towns
of the Middle Ages during the first two centuries of their free life became
centres of well-being for all the inhabitants, centres of opulence and
divilisation, such as we have not seen since then . . . To annihilate the
independence of cities, to plunder merchants’ and artisans’ rich guilds, to
centralize the foreign trade of cities into its own hands and ruin it, to
seize the internal administration of guilds and subject home trade as well
as all manufacturers, even in the slightest detail, to a swarm of functionaries
—such was the State’s behaviour in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.

The connection between Kropotkin’s view of the history of the
autonomous institutions of the Middle Ages, and Goodman’s views
of the declining autonomy of the universities, he explains by saying,
“Looking at our colleges and universities, historically and as they are,
by and large one must say of them what Kropotkin said of the towns
that gave them birth. It is impossible to consider our universities in
America without being powerfully persuaded of the principle of anarchy,
that the most useful arrangement is free association and federation
rather than top-down management and administration. Nowhere else
can one see so clearly the opportunities for real achievement so imme-
diately available—for the work is teaching-and-learning and there in
the school are the teachers and students themselves—and yet so much




